7;5&4«? Gr SHories...

Personal notes from families and people who have lived in institutions
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May 01, 2007

Mr. Craig Demers
5 Gosfield Townline
Essex, Ontano.

Legislative Assembly of Omario
Torontn

Drear Member of Provineial Parliament

My name is Crailg Demers. | lived s Southwest Reglonal Ceritre for 45 years, Life ut
SWRC was good. 1 worked delivering mail and putting things where they belonged in
the stock room.  The stalf worked hard to make sure | wos happy and comfortable. 11 it
had not been for the planned ¢losing of SWRC, | would still be there. With il closing. my
brathers Cirant and Bruce were put into a position to make many choices on my behall
This was not easy for them as my father is elderly now and had many fesrs pertaining o
the whole process. Fortunately, o lady named Canmen a1 SWRC helped guide my fmmily
on the muny steps that had to be wken for me 1o re-locate and start o new lifk

Carmen showed my brothers different places that | could go. Grant had to falfill my late
Mothers request, that, | would never go to another Venture House again. After viewing
other locations, Grant said Mom would have approved of Community Living Essex.

Life pow in the group home (2 as busy us my life was gt SWRC. Community Living
Essex has gone through great effons 1o be sure the transition was as smoaoth as possible, |
still get to see my many friends al SWRC and 1 am till on the Special Olympics leam
there. | know my new support staff is doing everything possible (o make sure my life is
better than il was before. | have my own room, instead of a ward. | have personnl
furnishings rather than shered amongst many.

1 go out into the community now and work @ the Legion and & senior's residence and am
making many new friends. | also hive many new friends st my new chiurch group, which
is @ fot of fun. | sure love going there as | am a very social fellow, | live a Tot closer 1o
Diad now w0 | can go visit him once o week at the retirement homs

Girant and Hruce had to go to Edmonton Alberta to find work.
They made sure | was ok before they went
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May 1, 2007

To Whem It 'M'H}" Comeerm

[ am a mother of two developmentally challenged adults. Chrstime Ann i3 54 vears
old and Wayne 15 53 years okl They had been livimg at Southwestern Regional
Centre (SRC) for over 40 vears. Currently, they are both Iivmg i the Amherstbung
community area. What a difference m them! They are much happier, relaxed and at
ease. Clmistime just loves her own room. She loves that she has her own phce to put
her super heroes.  She has bonded well with ber caregmvers.  They are very thoughitfl
of her privacy. This house B ber home and she loves . She often says that she
dogsn’t want to go back to SREC.

Wayne is very lappy with his home, We've found owt what a serse of humouw
Wayne has. He also has some of the best caregivers, They care about Wayne and
when [ talk to them about Wayne, they are very open about all his care and needs.
Wayne goes out every day. He must get his car nde m He sees his sister every
week, They spend aftemocns together, 1 can s2¢ them whenever [ please and as often
Fiey | |:r1¢u.'n|:. Tl!k!}" Hupll jlul 10b Fraiilés JI.'I.'l.'H}-' al [ I!:||]nc: 1o them El.'-:r}' el -:.'nu"_-.' it e
phome.

Here T was, 71 (at the tume) and wosrving about wlat [ was going to do to help my
children. Then, | met some people who helped me understand and pag me at ease
They shiowed me the resources out there that would help Chnstine and Wayme. 1 now
kmow that I have spent all that time womying for nothing. They have the best
caregivers ancl are happy,

Withoa the govermment fundmg, Clmstine and Wayme would still be locked away at
SRC. At my age of 73 and the distance between us was making i difTicult to travel
ared see them as often as [ would have liked. My visits were getting less every year. |
can only say THANK YOU for with out your help, 1 would have kst contact with my
chaldren

Sincerely,

Jego- PP loemnnt

Joyes Morency

C —
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Aprit 30, 2007
Demr Mambers ol Provincal Pariamant:

On August 30, 1999 a big change and adiustman ook place in Kevin Carfier's life and in mine
slso  Afier Tiving ai Southwest Regional Cenire he relumed home (o Wallaceburg o iva

Much credit goas o Community Living Wallaceburg and stall al Sodthwest
Regional Cenire,, pluy his careghvers al his new home, Thay were &l so supportha o Kevin
ond | and made tha ransition much aasier to accept.

He now hae his own bedroom, 24 hour care, home cooked meals, dailly hugging and rocking
time with mom and participales in many aciviies. Ha enjoys attending all family funclicns, he
Even was gropmeman in his brofther's wedding,

Hewin goes bowling, horseback riding, swimming, camping, grocery shopping, dances, goes 1o
the bartbershop for haircuts, banking, and attends church services avery weelk. Al Christmas
Father Greg asked Kievin o bring up Baby Jesus to pul in the manger, | was 80 proud of hirn.
Kavin is secrelary of People’s Firsl.

Wa vacation in Owen Sound where his sister Lau Anne lives and we stay in 8 molal thare for 2
o 3 nights, with tha help of stalf. We also go on many day outings with staifs help, ke
Colazanti's in Leaminglon, Winier Wheal in Sparta, rhubarb feslival in Shedden, plenics by the
waler, shopping for the day with kinch Included. - We never gol to do all these Ihings for 26
years that he was al Southwesl Regional Cenire,

The wonderul staff who see to his nesds have saf up a sensory tactile anea, sinca Kevin has
now lost is sighl. They are also leaching him infervention with signs and concrele chiss. They
mrmmhmmmwﬁmmmmdwmmm
own laundry,

Favin used 1o be quits vocsl and angry snd pinchy but thess bad habis are slimost non-exisient
now. Kevin thrives on hugs and love, and he gels this dally now from mom.  If | ke an
occasional day off, there seams o be something missing in my day and his too

Qur thanks and praise go o everyone at Commimnity Lhving Wallaceburg and all the wonderful,
thoughtiul careglvars at kis new home | would definfsly endure all the planning  and
anticipation agam, il was all well worth il. Kavin and mom are logather again. Both of us know
Ihial dreams do come bue,

Thank you Dvaryons,

Keoinv Bk parlicn

Keavin & Evelyn Canlar
and family

g -
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Dear Members of Provincial Parliament,

I moved into my new home in Orillia in the middle of January 2007. I had lived at Huronia
Regional Centre since 1962. Owver the past three months I ve experienced a number of new things!
I enjoy visiting with my new house mates and making new friends. I also really like a cup of Tim
Hortons coffee. Now that the weather is nice I go for walks during the day to the Tim Hortons at

the end of the block,

Another thing that I [ike to do is shop! I really like the Dollarama, and there is always something
interesting to see at Wal-Mart or at the Malll I recently went to a salon and had a pedicure for

the first time and really enjoyed the massage chair.

On days when I don'’t feel like going out to do anything, I love to look at magazines and sit in my
new rocking chair. I recently spent a weeR visiting my mother at Easter, and had a wonderful
time. I looR forward to spending my birthday at my mom’s at the end of May.

By Joan Crooks
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6523 Marina Drive

Manatick, ON
KaM 1B3
Angust 13, 2006
Mr. John Hewitt;
Administrator
Rideau Regional Centre
Smiths Falls, Ontario.
Dear Mr.Hewitt;

Four wecks have passed since my son, Richard, moved from the Rideau Regional Centre [RRC]
10 a new home owned by Community Living North Grenville[CLNG] in Kemptville. After 4 weeks |
am elated to report that none of the anticipated problems and anxieties that we anticipated might
develop, because of the move from his home for the last 46 years, have happened. | think that we can
consider the transfer a 100% success. Many people contributed to this success story.

1 credit the foresight of Deborah Beckett{now retired] who was the supervisor of ward W4C at the
time of the closure announcement, with much of this suceess. When the announcement was made |
expressed 10 Deborah, my concerns about how Ricky would react to a move. He is deaf as well as
being profoundly retarded, so could not be talked to. He had a history of adversely reacting to any
change. We agreed that moving with familiar faces might help and she identified 3 other men on the
ward who had the same quiet disposition as Richard. With the help of Janice Rowe and Pamela
Johnson [MCSS Placement Facilitators] the Guardians of the other 3 men were contacted and we
met each other and expressed our mutual concerns about the RRC's closure. We agreed that moving
4 friends together was desirable. It was arranged that we visit several group homes operated by
several different Agencies. We quickly concluded that we preferred a rural rather than a urban
environment for our relatives. Arrangements were made for us to meet with the Executive Director
and Senior Staff of Community Living North Grenville located in Kemptville. A couple of us also
met with the CLNG Board. They agreed to take the 4 men from the RRC. After an unsuccessful
search for an existing house, they agreed to build a new house for the 4 men. It is a beautiful large
bungalow on a 11/2 acre fenced lot. The house is “state of the art” in every way, including things
like an ultra violet water treztment system, a fire sprinkler system, a fresh air exchange system, a
natural gas fired electric generator that will automatically switch on in the event of a power failure.
A new 7 passenger van has been purchased for the house. CLNG have also purchased all new
furniture and appliances for the house.

July 17" 2006 was moving day- a day | had dreaded since “Challenges and Opportunities™ was
first published 20+ years ago and the ultimate closure of all Schedule 1facilities was announced.

A friend and I were at the RRC about 8:15am. Ricky and the other men were picked up about
8:30am by CLNG. Two RRC staff also accompanied them. They were not delivered to their new
home until noon hour. My friend and 1 quickly removed all Richard’s pictures,bulliten boards
etc.from his walls, packed up all his stuffed animals and ornaments from his dresser and set out for
his new home at in Kempiville. The 4 men spent the morming at the CLNG
activity center. This interval gave my friend and I a chance to get his pictures up on the walls, Knick
Knacks on his new dresser and desk and stuffed animals on his new bed. When Ricky arrived at
noon hour, he quickly surveyed his new bedroom, climbed up on his new bed and took a short nap
between two of his familiar stuffed animals.
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